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A little test ǘƻ ǿŀǊƳ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ Χ 
The Great Never-Heard-the-Word Grammar Test 

Handout  1 

X    Never heard 
before 

             

??? Heard ς not sure 
of meaning ς ŘƻƴΩǘ 
want to stand up 
and explain               

Know what it means: can  
stand up and explain its 
function giving an example 
within a sentence 

1. subordinate 
    clause 

2. possessive 
    pronoun 

3. adverbial 

13. subjunctive 
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We know more than we thought 
1. The old man jumped quickly  over the  rusty  fence . 
2.        He        jumped              over            it.  

Where are the nouns ς what is their job? 

Where are the adjectives ς what is their job? 

Where is the verb ς what is its job? 

Where is the adverb ς what is its job? 

Where are the pronouns ς what is their job 

Where is the preposition ς what is its job? 

!ƴŘ ΨǘƘŜΩ ƛǎ ŀ ΧΚ 

Is subject, verb, object the typical order of a 
sentence in English? 
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We know more than we thought 
1. The old man jumped quickly  over the  rusty  fence . 

2.        He        jumped              over            it.  

       (subject)        (verb)                                      (object) 

nouns ς name the things talked about 
adjectives ς describe the nouns 
verbs ς say what the action is 
adverbs ς describe the verb 
pronouns ς stand in the place of a noun 
prepositions ς tell you the position of the action 
determiners ς pin down the noun precisely 
    Typical sentence order in English is subject (carries 

out action), verb, object (action is done to it).   
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We know more than we thought 

Å the old man 

Åbright red 

Åacross the road 

Which is the noun phrase? 

Which is the adjectival phrase? 

Which is the prepositional phrase? 

Now turn the noun phrase into an extended noun 
phrase! 
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Building confidence with the trickier bits 
Discussion of function is the key to 
confidence with the naming of parts  

    ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ άƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ 
enable the children to have the confidence to 
explain to someone else the function of the 
different word classes or the nature of various 
grammar features. 
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                  Using discussion to build confidence 
                with understanding the terminology 
 

What are determiners? 
 

5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǊǎ Χ 
 

CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ Χ 
 
           

Determiner 
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              The determiners below have all been highlighted  
                and the nouns underlined.   
                       ς  What is the function of determiners? 
                       ς  Where are they positioned? 

1. I saw his dog eat six sandwiches. 

2. I saw your dog eat several sandwiches. 

3. That dog ate those sandwiches. 

4.  Some dogs like eating a few sandwiches. 

5. I like this dog better than that one. 
 
           

Determiner 


